
[Alley] Yeah, thank you so much to everyone who has spoken tonight. It's just been really 
fucking good and really fucking solid. And I feel like this in many ways been a quick overview, 
but has also really dug into a lot and covered a lot about what we're doing and why we're doing 
it. Feels beautiful and important…I mentioned this in the chat, but I think I think basically every 
question has been answered. Aside from X's question, if the booking and processing at Santa 
Rita is different based on your gender identity and sex and the way that the state classifies that 
for people. And I just wanted to...from what I've tracked so far, I think that's our only 
unanswered question. And I just wanted to see if anyone here on the panel can speak to that. I 
think from my understanding that if you're someone who is cis, that your booking process is 
basically the same step by step thing, but that the difference would be is if you're someone who 
is trans and the state is not acknowledging and recognizing your gender identity in the process 
of booking you. But, I don't have detailed information, and it seems like we as a panel don't 
have the info to answer that question. I want to go ahead, and open it up and see if anyone had 
any more questions. 
 

[Darien] Yeah, I just wanted to add one thing briefly relative to jail support stuff and like inter 
regional stuff. So I think that, like as folks mentioned, it's really important to show up 
materially, like material like on a local level and really get to know your local terrain, what your 
local jail system is like, and begin to support people. I also know that because different areas 
are so, or have a remarkably different terrain than in the Bay Area and in California in general, 
like bail is incredibly high. So that precludes other types of jail support, like bail funds that are 
general bail funds for all people where in other regions in the country that does exist. So if 
you're not in the Bay Area, you might want to look into to see if there's like a New York bail 
fund, a Massachusetts bail fund. And these are revolving funds because a lot of times some 
people have a fifty dollar bail or a two hundred dollar bail but they can't get out of jail. And 
they're sitting there for months because they literally don't have 250 bucks. So these are really 
rad because you give a donation and then they're revolving. So like the you know, the bail fund 
goes and posts the bail for someone and then gives them a ride home and gives them usually 
some resources as well. So it's like what AboSol does, and then when the person shows up for 
their court situation, they often get that money back. And so you can bail out infinite amounts 
of people. So it's difficult in the Bay Area when we have thousands of dollars of bail. But in 
other areas, stuff like that does occur. So get to know your local context and see ways that you 
can plug in. And likewise, sending money is something you can do inter regionally. It's like if you 
are based in the Bay Area and you want to support getting people out of jail ASAP who are 
basically there because they're poor and they have remarkably low bails, but they can't pay 
them, you can contribute to something like the Massachusetts bail fund or the New York Bail 
Fund. So I just wanted to name those other types of direct mutual aid and solidarity support 
that can happen. 
 
[Alley] So there was another question that got posted from 1312 and M answered it in the chat. 
I also know I've kind of spammed the chat with it, but I want to put up in the chat again our 
resource list. And this is also where we'll be putting recordings from this webinar and just some 
follow up info. So just make sure to check that out, it's got articles and forums and orgs and all 



sorts of stuff, and we'll be adding more to it in the coming days. Any other questions? 
Thoughts? 
 

[Darien] So they don't use bail bonds companies a lot of the time. So, when you the way bail 
works, in general, without bail. This is responding to X's question, X asks: how did the 
community bail funds get their money back through the bail bonds companies they work with, 
did they pay them back or something? So I used to organize with the Massachusetts bail fund. 
The way that operates is that you don't go through a bail bondsman because they only post bail 
that's like below like a thousand dollars or like below five hundred dollars or something like 
that. So they just pay the bail directly because the bail there isn't 50k like it is in in California. So 
the way the bail works, bail is basically like insurance or it's like collateral for the court system. I 
mean, it really is just theft, right? But the ostensible reason for it is that you show up to your 
court date, so you pay that so that you get it back when you show up to court or whatever, and 
you lose that, you forfeit it, if you don't show up to court. So what happens is the bail funds, 
when people show up to court, the bail fund gets their money back. Just like the individual 
would get their money back if they were the ones that put the money down. 
 

[Roland] I think it's important to clarify that any money to a bondsman does not come back, 
and… 
 
[Darien] that's a totally different situation with bondsman 
 

[Roland] and different bail funds function differently. So the bail fund that Darien's describing 
probably functions differently from the Bay Area ARC bail fund. 
 

[Darien] Right. So exactly so the fund that I'm describing does not work just specifically with, 
actually it doesn't really work intentionally at all, with any type of like political stuff. It's just like 
anyone. 
 

[M] I think there's another question, how does ARC stay funded? 
 

[Roland] Oh, people donate, a bit. In the past when people have used our bail fund, we've 
encouraged people to fundraise for adding more money to that bail fund too. That's all. Yeah. 
 

M] I guess I just want to say that in the chat, I threw out my email, for people who want to get 
involved in our jail support program, we need more people for rides. 
 

[Alley] And I'm popping my email in there. For more affinity group, specific jail support work, M 
and AboSol are doing support work, that's for everyone. And if you're just trying to figure out 
something with your crew, let me know. Um yeah, spam the chat with that resource list again. 
Any last things that folks want to add, say, share before we say farewell? Oh ok. There's this 
question that was in the Q&A tab. 
 

[Lina] About the DA, 
 

[Alley] yeah, about the D.A., can someone speak to that? 
 



[Lina] Nancy O'Malley is on the Nancy O'Malley and the sheriff Gregory Ahern are both on the 
board of one of the regional fusion centers, right. So this center that's uniting law enforcement 
agencies throughout Northern California to supposedly more effectively fight terrorism. I don't 
know. I feel like that's something that kind of speaks to her values as a D.A. She also has, you 
know, has been criticized repeatedly for not pursuing alternatives for people who were 
arrested during the pandemic and the fact that the DA's office has pursued, you know, 
disproportionately harsh sentences for black and indigenous people, people of color, and 
especially unhoused people as well. 
 

[Alley] Yeah, and also want to name that, like Roland was speaking to this in the presentation 
from ARC, that the Alameda County D.A. has been really slow for folks who get out on bail or 
own recognizance to provide any kind of charging information and you can make the argument 
that part of that is them trying to attend to people who are actually in Santa Rita. And on the 
other hand, it produces the experience for people who have been arrested that they're caught 
in a limbo with an extended period of uncertainty where they don't know what charges are 
being brought. You're calling every week to figure out if you're going to have your arraignment. 
When you don't have charges, the NLG won't assign you a lawyer. So you're in this really weird 
space where you're like, nothing is moving forward. Nothing is happening. When is my 
arraignment? When will I get an NLG lawyer X, Y and Z? And it is a kind of punishment by 
purgatory. And I think could be explained as an effort to keep people off the streets. Of 
withholding any legal action so that people are just afraid that they're going to get caught for 
being in violation of bond and thrown back in jail. So, yeah, Alameda DA, I mean, all district 
attorneys are fucked. Chesa Boudin is throwing hella people behind bars. Nancy O'Malley is 
throwing hella people behind bars and we can try to argue it as harm reduction, but they're all 
punishing people with prisons. 
 

[Roland] And just to touch on what you just said, Alley, I believe that's the tactic and has been 
for a long time to keep people intimidated and isolated about going back into the street or 
doing things and all the more reason to build strong relationships with each other and 
community and solidarity and all the different ways that we can. Because everything that they 
do to try to repress us, they do it because what we're doing is working. 
 


