
House the Bay 
Yeah, so I just popped this in the chat, but I'll pop it in again, for the people who just joined us. 
This is a link of resources. That includes articles, URLs, forms that you can fill out with your 
affinity group before hitting the streets and a bunch of other stuff, safe protesting tips. We'll 
also be uploading some additional information to it after this webinar, but super encourage you 
to check that out. Download it, save it, share it, and make use of the info in there. Because we 
won't be able to cover everything.  
 
So one of the things we wanted to touch base about just kind of quickly, and this is something a 
lot more could be said about, is just preparing for a demonstration. Having your affinity group-- 
who are you going with? How much do you trust them? Within your affinity group--what are 
the different levels of risk folks are willing to take? If some people are really in go mode, and 
you know, if police throw tear gas, if police are going crazy, they're going to stay out in the 
streets, and some other folks are going to be like, oh, if these things pop off, we're going to 
bounce. So maybe even within your affinity group using the buddy system. One other thing, I 
want to say for folks who are watching, if you have questions, go ahead and pop them in the 
chat during the webinar. And A will be aggregating them into a document just so we can try to 
fold in related questions and then we'll have a chunk of time at the end to address some of the 
questions. So feel free to put questions into the chat. But yeah, with the affinity group just also 
ways of buddying up with folks. There's two URLs in the resource document: safe protest dot 
tips and a zine from the Black Catalyst Collective that both cover more about jail support.  
 
Who's the person that staying home to be your contact person and how will they know if 
someone from your affinity group has been arrested? Is it a we're not bringing our phones and 
if you don't hear from me by 10pm, assume something went south? Is it someone who's not 
willing to risk arrest will be there and will send you a text? Whose numbers will you have on 
your arm? Your local NLG chapter? Your jail support buddy? Any other relevant contacts? And 
also the question of will you bring your phone, which is a security risk, but also if you're there 
and you want to live stream or you know, be serving in other communications roles. Just some 
things to consider as you prepare for a demonstration. And if you do get arrested, and you do 
have your phone, assume that the police are going to go through it. And they have the tools to 
do that. 
 
So yeah as we get further into it, I think it's also just important to name that we wanted to offer 
this kind of discussion/conversation based on recent experiences of folks specifically in the Bay 
Area in Oakland as things escalated towards the end of the summer, and the police started to 
take a little bit of a more active role in repressing specifically street demonstrations. And we'll 
get into talking about broader jail support and anti repression work with ARC and AboSol. And I 
think as we talk about the jail support process and the booking process to familiarize folks a 
little bit right now, I just really want to name that we are really just humbly offering a reflection 
based on experiences that we've had and not trying to pose as some type of authority on any of 
these processes. 
 



So the information that your jail support people need. So as Alley mentioned, it's obviously a 
good idea to roll with a group if you're going to be going out in a demonstration style situation, 
and it is also really important to have people staying home because it is possible that everyone 
that you go out with will get taken so the basic bare bones information that needs to be shared 
is name (full legal name), birth date, citizenship status, and any medical needs or medications.  
 
The first three of these are largely for tracking purposes. You can go in the inmate locator, and I 
think that as we talk about specifically bail support and navigating that we'll get into that a little 
later, but it's good to know where people are at whether they've been booked, what status 
they have, that's basically legal name and birth date. Citizenship status can also be important 
for this. There are a lot of times that police departments will transfer different citizenship 
statuses to different facilities so to be cognizant of that is super important to keep track of your 
comrades. And then medical needs and medications--this is just really important to know. 
There's not a whole lot we can really do as individuals to advocate for people besides calling if 
someone's not receiving medication that they have, but because you never know what the 
communication will be like for a person who is currently incarcerated to other people or to 
lawyers or whoever. It's important to be able to have this information to share it with folks. so 
if there is a lawyer or someone who's advocating for a person who's incarcerated being able to 
share with them they need X or Y medications is really important. 
 
And then to get into some of the more specific stuff, this is just to make things a lot easier. In 
terms of planning ahead, if you're going out in a situation within which you think there might be 
a possibility of having an arrestable situation or having contact with the police, it's really good 
to get on the same get on the same page with other folks who are going out with your affinity 
group and the people that you have arranged to be doing jail support. That’s because you just 
really never know what the communication will be like. Of course there's phones, but we'll talk 
about that a little bit later. 
 
So the first thing is really what's your bail preference. And this is if you are going to have bail 
set, so there's also the possibility that you'll get OR which is released on own recognizance, if 
you have like a lower level situation, you just like kind of get booked in and then released. And 
we'll talk about that a little bit as well. But if you do have bail set, it's good to have a plan about 
how you want to approach that. So are you in a situation in which pretty much no matter what 
you definitely want to get bailed out immediately? Or are you in a situation in which there's 
circumstances under which you'd want to wait until arraignment? So usually arraignment 
happens two or three days after you get arrested, and that's when it's decided whether you'll 
be held on bail, when your bail will be finalized or you might get released at that time. So you 
might decide, you know, if my bail is set at some amount of 1000s of dollars, I might want to 
actually just wait in jail until my arraignment because then I might not have to pay it. Or maybe 
you'll say no, I definitely want to [be bailed out]. Or with regards to like the monetary 
thresholds, maybe there's a threshold of that, if it's 1000 bucks to get me out now just do it, but 
if it's more than that wait and see if I can get out without that. And then of course also having a 
plan for whether you want to use a community bail fund like ARC, we'll talk about that, or other 
groups in the Bay Area like APTP or whether you want to use personal money or other money. 



There's been a conversation around like crowdfunding, there's risks involved in that, but 
basically just having a game plan for how you want to approach the bail situation. And then a 
really important thing as well is who to contact and who not to contact if you are arrested and 
what that timeline is given that incarceration. So maybe you really don’t want your parents to 
know or someone in particular to know that this happened until a certain point so lets say I 
might get out at arraignment, if that happens I really don’t want to scare my parents, or 
something, so don’t contact them unless I’m going to be staying in for a long period of time. Or 
maybe it’s a work situation, and maybe you’re cool with your boss but you know if you miss a 
certain amount of work you’ll get in trouble, so this is a very sympathetic reading of a boss in a 
hypothetical scenario, but you let them know “hey, I got arrested and that’s why I’m not at 
work” or something like that. Or your landlord, maybe it’s towards the end of the month. Just 
having these scenarios in your head, knowing what timeline it is, knowing what you have to do 
in the next few days and who you might want to be contacted in different situations. And then 
of course what people to contact immediately and what people to contact if you’re still in after 
arraignment and you either definitely want to be bailed out then or you’re realizing you’re 
going to stay in for a longer period of time. You can see the form and the resources doc for a 
printable version of this that includes all of these pieces of info that you can fill out and share 
with your affinity group and with your outside jail support person. 
 
This is gonna be a really brief quick run through of this. But as we were planning this out, it felt 
like something we needed and wanted to cover was things that can sometimes be done to 
decrease chances of arrest or ways to try to stay safer. And we're just sharing these for 
informational purposes. But as I'm sure a fair amount of folks on here are familiar with just 
black bloc tactics: covering yourself head to toe in black, no logos, no labels, no eyebrows 
showing, covering your whole face, and being able to move in the crowd that way to be less 
identifiable. Being ready to go, making sure that you have shoes you can run in, that your bag 
isn't so heavy that if a cop bumped into you you're gonna fall on your back and get stuck. 
Situational awareness of understanding the streets you're on: are you cornered? are there a 
bunch of different alleys you could bolt down? Understanding a bit about cop tactics: are they 
suited up and shielded up? do they have their gas masks on? do they have their tear gas guns 
out? are they kind of milling about and looking around? how active are they? And what actions 
is the crowd taking? Is it a really low key crowd? Are people really popping off? Have the cops 
given dispersal orders? Just these kinds of things to stay aware of to avoid getting kettled and 
to just be attuned. And then also understanding your role and other people's roles. Scouts who 
are riding around on bikes and shouting out where cops are, medics who are helping people 
deal with chemical agents, media who is out there that might decrease the likelihood that the 
cops will go full psycho, people who are out there with shields and banners that you can hide 
behind, people who are popping off and throwing things--like there's a range of things to be 
aware of in the landscape. And also dearresting. This is something some of the literature we 
shared talks about. There are ways that if someone does get grabbed, that people will say 
there's ways you can grab them back. And there's so much more to that like that is just the just 
briefest, most barebone kind of run through. The safe protest dot tips and the zine from Black 
Catalyst Collective have some more information on ways to try to engage more safely, but as 



we're talking about arrest we wanted to also cover possibilities for decreasing our chances of 
arrest. 
 
Let's say things go south and you find yourself in a situation in which the police have 
apprehended you. If there's any type of larger mobilization or demonstration, probably there 
will be some type of, and I'm not sure if this is the case everywhere, but the NLG is pretty 
present at least in the Bay Area and in California. So folks with the lime green hats, they'll 
probably be very aware and come up to you and ask you for your information, and you're going 
to want to share with them your legal name and your birth date so that they can be aware of 
where you're at in the system and that they can then have information to relay to your outside 
jail support. And then at the point of arrest the police will ask you for an ID and if you don’t 
have an ID that’s complicated, but it’s usually not that big of a deal. They’ll ask you for a name, 
birth date, current address, and a lot of times your phone number as well. That's really the only 
information that anyone should really ever give to the police is that bare bones stuff, but like 
you're really required by law and it would be much more complicated for you--or actually, I 
shouldn't say that. I don't know if you're required by law necessarily, but it'll just be way more 
complex for you if you don't give them that information or try to refuse or something like that. 
 
So beyond that if you have a backpack or something, they're going to take it, they're going to go 
through it, and depending on the situation they may--I mean they will pat you down and stuff-- 
but they might if you have small trinkets or something in your pockets, they may leave that 
until you get booked in at Santa Rita. But they're definitely going to take any larger property 
that you have--any type of backpack or anything like that. It's really important that you make 
sure that you get the receipt for the property, and you're probably going to have to go get it 
back after you've been booked, usually at a different place, at least in Oakland. If you get taken 
to Santa Rita, you have to go to OPD downtown to pick it up, but in other places it might be 
different. Usually if there's a precinct that's separate from the jail, you're gonna have to pick up 
your property at the precinct. And it can also take a few days, so you might not get released, 
and then just get your stuff immediately, you might have to wait for it, and there's a little bit of 
bureaucracy involved. But the receipt is really important, because that's how you get your 
property back.  
 
And then after that, you know, it's--they have to fill out their police report, and that's going to 
take some time. And then also, honestly, it's just like a ridiculous system in which the individual 
police officer might not have very much control over like, if it's a group of people that's arrested 
or something how to get them to where they need to go. So in general, the arrest process can 
take a great amount of time. And during this time, the police may, and sometimes often do try 
to just like chat with you and like buddy up and ask questions or--I mean in a way if you're 
lucky, otherwise they might be like aggro, but a lot of the times they're just trying to get 
information out of you or whatever. But generally, don't talk to them is a really good idea. And 
then in this process, you can also request a medic, if you've been injured. Again, they may or 
may not oblige, but if you feel like you need that, you definitely should request it. And likewise, 
you know, with things like using the bathroom because sometimes it can be hours between 
point of arrest and when you actually get to your final destination. 



 
On the note of property, it's likely that if you have a backpack or bigger stuff, not all your 
property is coming with you to the jail because the jail will only take so much. And the thing I 
would really, if you have a moment to negotiate this, the thing I would really advise is making 
sure you have your essentials with you, and that they take your bag or whatever else it is. 
Because as Darien was saying, it can take days before you get your shit back. And if you don't 
have your car keys and don't have your wallet and don't have your phone, and it's held up by 
OPD for like five or six days, your car might get towed. So like, if there's any way in the moment 
to negotiate, being able to bring your essentials with you to jail and have that that property get 
booked at jail rather than taken to OPD that could really help you. 
 
Right, yeah, thank you. So if you if they do let you keep stuff in your pockets, we're about to go 
into a section that's a play by play of getting booked into Santa Rita, but they will put it in this 
little baggie or whatever that you will get when you're released. But your bigger property will 
go through that process that Alley was just talking about. So to continue then there's various 
ways in which you may be transported from point A, to point B, to point C, which might be like 
a car, a van, a paddy wagon. And you will be sitting for like a pretty long time with cuffs on, and 
this can be really uncomfortable and people get nerve damage. People who have their 
shoulders dislocated during arrests have to sit through that, and so it's something to be aware 
of and prepared for. And then again, for instance, in Oakland specifically, if you get arrested in 
downtown Oakland, you may go first to the Oakland downtown precinct and then get 
transferred out to Santa Rita. So again, this can be a super long process. 
 
And then, so the intention of this is just to give people who are unfamiliar a kind of broad 
understanding of what it might be like, or what it could be like to get booked into jail and we 
want to name of course like, yeah, this is based on recent experiences because things have 
changed under Coronavirus a little bit and wanting to demystify the process for folks who 
haven't experienced this or who don't have as much knowledge about it. 
 
So, when you arrive at Santa Rita, generally, the first thing that's going to happen is, at least 
right now, is that there's an outside section where they take your blood pressure, there's like 
this nurse or whatever. And through this process, again, they're gonna keep trying to chat you 
up or whatever. And then they bring you inside, and it can go a number of different ways. So if 
there's a lot of people there, they're gonna put you in a holding cell. If there's not a lot of 
people there, you're gonna be able to go up to the front desk, and they take the property that 
you have in your pockets, maybe you have your keys or something, and then you take your 
shoe laces out of your shoes. And then again, if there's not a lot of people there you just go 
straight into the photo. If there is you get put in this other holding cell and you have to sit for 
longer, and then you take a photo, your finger prints, you get put in another holding cell. And 
this is an important location, so after the fingerprints you’re going to be put in a holding cell 
that has a phone in it, which is maybe slightly different from what has happened in the past. 
But this phone you're gonna have access to while you're in the holding cell. So it's not just like 
the one call thing, you have access to it while you're there, so you can try to make multiple 
calls. It is complicated because there have been times at which for instance, people have been 



unable to call the NLG, they've tried to call the NLG from jail, and their call has not been 
allowed to go through. 
 
Or maybe you try to call your support people and Alley will talk later about how to get money 
on your on your phone to be able to receive calls from jail, but you may not be able to talk to 
them. But there's certain things that you can do. So if somebody gets a call, for instance, from a 
prison or a jail, generally, there's this long spiel about how it's from a detention facility, blah, 
blah, and then there's an opportunity for the person who's incarcerated who's calling to say 
their name. During that time, you can try to fit in a small message, you know, and say, like, Hey, 
you know, whatever, I'm here, I'm okay but this is the situation, blah, blah, blah, and try to fit 
in, you know, to the eight or 10 seconds or whatever some type of communication, like “I want 
to be bailed out” or “I don't want to be bailed out,” just in case you have loose ends to tie up. 
So there's little things like that, that you can do. And then you can also because the whole 
process is pretty opaque and in general, the cops are just widgets in this system, and they 
either don't really know anything about what's going on either or they're just really non 
communicative, and hostile, except for when they're like trying to chit chat with you. So you 
might not know how much your bail is at that moment, so you can just call a bail bondsman and 
the bail bondsman will tell you what your bail is. So there’s things like that that you can do 
during that time. 
 
Somewhere around here is when it gets a little bit different if you’re going to get released on 
your own recognizance verses if you’re going to get booked fully in. If you’re going to get 
released on your own recognizance, they may interview you, they may try to give you a TB test, 
but you definitely will not be put into clothes—that only happens when you’re going to be fully 
booked in. So we’re going to go down the line of getting fully booked in. So from the phone 
room, you’re going to get brought in to talk to a nurse, and there’s this ridiculous situation 
where you pretty much have to get a TB test, and they’ll try to scare you in all types of ways 
saying if you don’t get the TB test you’ll have to be held in isolation for a week and you won’t 
be able to get out even if you get bailed out and all these things. And the nurses of course vary 
like the cops do, they might be really nice or not. So generally, you’re going to have a TB test, 
which is of course ridiculous during a pandemic for a completely different illness that they’re 
not screening for whatsoever, and then you’re going to be brought to have this interview where 
they basically ask you about gang affiliation, prior engagement with whatever law enforcement, 
whether you’re LGBTQ, other things. And most of these questions are because they’re trying to 
figure out where to place you because they place people strategically throughout the different 
pods based on gang affiliations, different offenses (particularly if you have a sexual offense or 
something), or of course if you’re LGBTQ. And then you get put in a final holding cell where you 
will have to change clothes. And, I think an important qualifier for this is that this is kind of a 
specific process that happens at Santa Rita, there may be things that are similar at other jails 
and there may be things that are very different as well. But at Santa Rita you don’t get to keep 
any of your clothes, you hand in your socks and everything and then they give you all new stuff 
to put on. 
 



And you know, because they don't communicate clearly about what your situation is to you 
unless you really ask them and then they might not even know, there's tips and tricks that 
might apply in your facilities or in your jails or might not that might give you insights about 
where you're at. So in certain jails, they also have color codes where if you get put in a certain 
color, you're probably going to get like released at arraignment. So for instance, and there 
might be some flux in this, but if you get put in Santa Rita, if you get put in blue clothing, you 
may be released like at arraignment, you might have a smaller charge, right? Whereas if you get 
put in orange, you might have a more serious charge, and you probably will have to stay in for a 
longer period of time. So there's small things like that, that it's important to know your local jail 
conditions and your local jail terrain to get insight about how you can garner information that 
they don't just specifically tell you. 
 
So then you get moved into the pod and you're in a different holding cell in which they strip 
search you--where you take off your shirt, put your arms open, like turn around in a circle, and 
then you put your pants down and like turn around and circle, bend over and cough, etc. And 
then they'll put you in a cell. And this is also a good time to tell--if you're in a large holding cell 
with like a bunch of people at that point, maybe they're just holding you there, or maybe you're 
only going to be there for a few days. Whereas if they put you in an actual pod, you're likely 
going to be sticking around. And this is also a difference it's happening during Coronavirus 
where they're initially putting people, at least from recent people's experiences, into cells 
alone. You don't get placed straight with a cell mate, you get put in a cell alone for like a week 
or so and then if you're still there after the arraignment or whatever, they might transfer you 
into being placed in a cell with a cell mate.  
 
So again, I covered some of the more miscellaneous tips, but at the end of the day, like it's a 
super long process. And it's when you're waiting around with the cops when you've been 
arrested be mindful of like what you're sharing with folks. Like if you're in all these different 
holding cells, you might come in contact with like 15 or 20 different people or something. So 
obviously just don't say anything that's incriminating, don't talk about what you may or may not 
have done that led to your arrest and these types of things. But you know, just be smart, don't 
like not talk to people or like not chitchat with people or whatever. Yeah, it's like, it's great to 
be able to pass the time with folks. And then yeah, I mentioned making use of the phone to 
gather information about yourself. And then like I mentioned, kind of getting to know your local 
jail conditions. And of course it's a fucked up process, and it's really exhausting. So you know, 
going in prepared to employ the methods that you use in your life to stay to stay grounded and 
stay occupied. 
 
So we're a little over time for our section of this, so I'm going to get through this swiftly. And 
there's also in the resources document that we have, there's a good jail support kind of guide. 
But generally speaking, jail support is tracking your comrades who are arrested. And it's helping 
them and their community navigate bail, arraignment, legal representation in court, making 
sure they have folks on the outside who are looking out for them, and generally providing a 
web of care. And once you know someone's been copped, you really want to start by calling 
your local NLG chapter. And we have the number up for SF [415-909-4NLG]. It's a different 



number than the one you call when you're inside jail [415-285-1011]. And you're using this to 
relay information to the NLG, ask questions with the NLG, track someone in Santa Rita, and 
coordinate bail logistics. 
 
Yeah, so they're helping kind of serve as an intermediary/resource for tracking folks. You can 
also track folks who have been incarcerated by calling the jail or, depending upon the jail, using 
the inmate locator. In that resource document that I shared Santa Rita's phone number is in 
there, as is the website for the inmate locator. But you’re trying to figure out where your folks 
are and when their arraignment is set for and what their bail is set at so you can make sure 
they’re cared for. 
 
So ARC will touch on this a bit more but navigating bail and community bail funds. If the 
person’s not going to get released on own recognizance, they will have bail set depending upon 
the charges it can range quite a bit. I know folks who have gotten bail with like 5k and I know 
someone who had a bail of 500,000. And yeah, posting full bail basically means your community 
came up with all the cash and put it all down and that cash is going to be held up in the court 
until you finished your legal process, so it'll be held up for a long time. Using a bail bonds 
company, you're losing a percentage of it. If you're getting a good deal 7%, if you're getting a 
bad deal 10% or more. But so if my bail was 50k I would lose five of it to pay that bondsman 
and get out. 
 
When you're using a community bail fund like ARC, like APTP, and other places like the 
Minnesota bail fund, that community bail fund is paying a bondsman to get you out. And as the 
outside support person, through calling the jail and NLG, you'll figure out what the bail amount 
is, and can work with folks to figure out how to move forward. If you’re serving as someone’s 
outside jail support person, make sure you have the relevant info. Again we have that 
document in the resource thing, make sure you know who to contact, make sure you know 
their needs and preferences. Make sure you have their legal name and birthday. Make sure the 
folks who you’re supporting have your number if they get copped. 
 
The folks who you're supporting may not be able to call you unless you have money added to 
your phone. So like if my friend is in Santa Rita right now, and I don't have any money on my 
phone, when they call, it'll basically be like we can't put this call through. Because it's the prison 
industrial complex, and they try to make money everywhere. For Santa Rita, the company is 
called GlobalTel, So if I'm doing jail support before my folks go out, I make sure that I have 
money on my phone. And you want to do this so your folks can reach you right away. 
 
After you've gotten a little bit of info with NLG, with Santa Rita, talking directly with the 
arrested person; start talking to their support people, the people that they said to contact right 
away--their partner or roommate or whatever. This would be on the forms that you're 
collecting from people. And you're working with support folks to figure out bail, coordinate any 
logistics. Is this person going to be in jail for four days and their car is parked somewhere it’ll be 
towed? Is it the 30th and they need their rent to be payed before they get out? Does their dog 
need to be walked? And just creating a plant with next steps for bail, arraignment, and legal 



representation with those support people. When that person is bailed out or released on own 
recognizance, coordinating with folks to be there outside the jail with food, with friends, with a 
ride, welcoming them, making them feel cared for. And knowing that your comrade’s just been 
through a really fucked up experience and to be prepared to support them in whatever ways 
they may need. And perhaps after they get out y’all go to a friend’s house and sit in the back 
yard and eat some pizza and drink wine, maybe they need a bath.  
 
And a couple things when you’re being the outside jail support person, you’re going to be 
waiting a lot. Waiting, waiting, waiting, waiting. It could be you pay a bondsman, you pay bail, 
you go to jail, and your friend isn’t out for another five hours. And you’re sitting outside Santa 
Rita wondering when the fuck they’re going to get out. It'll be confusing. There'll be many 
moments where you'll call and they'll say, oh, there'll be in the system in an hour. And you call 
in an hour. And they say they'll be in the system in two hours. And then you call in an hour. And 
it just be confusing. It'll be slow. It'll be frustrating. But it’s just a fucked up system, and we’re 
trying to do the best to care for our folks. And there’s more info in the resources stuff, I know I 
went through that pretty quickly. 
 
 


