
Oakland Abolition and Solidarity 
[M] Awesome, thank you. Cool. So hi all I'm M again, I'm with Oakland and Solidarity. We are a 
small crew that tries to act as a bridge between the inside and the outside. And we're going to 
be talking mostly about jail support and its role in a broader ecosystem of antirepression work. 
To start us off, I want to say that the like that abolition, like prison abolition is like a massive 
topic. It's incredibly expansive, transformative. It is not simple and so I'm not going to be trying 
to cover it. I will be focusing specifically on survival jail support as kind of an example of like an 
immediate thing one can do to further an abolitionist project. So I will be assuming that 
everybody here has some familiarity with abolition. I am going to be talking a little bit about like 
some grounding concepts of abolition before we get started, though.  
 
So here we have just my key takeaways from abolition that I think will help us throughout this 
presentation. Abolition is about creating a world in which prisons are unthinkable. You know, 
it's not prison reform. It's not prison by any other name. It's not like some fucking new social 
worker, nanny state or whatever. It is abolition, the abolition of all incarceration. Abolition is 
about fundamentally transforming the very way we relate to each other. It is interpersonal and 
it is systematic. Prisons exist in opposition to justice and repair when we talk about things like 
transformative justice. People sometimes talk about it as if we are creating that form to replace 
prisons. But prisons do not do that work to begin with. We are not trying to replace them with 
things like transformative justice. They exist in opposition to that. We reject labels and 
narratives created by the state, such as a gang member or criminal or guilty. It's really 
important to undo that thinking and reject that language. And the idea of abolition is in the 
process of being co-opted, defanged and absorbed into the meat grinder that is cultural 
liberalism, which is completely redundant, but that is the moment we are seeing right now. 
That's what happened over the summer. And I believe we're going to continue seeing it.  
 
And so there is the question of like, why do jail support specifically. Jail support is immediate, it 
is material and it is grounded in community. When considering starting to do jail support, you 
should think about your local context. Like what exactly is your situation? What's going on with 
your jail? What needs aren't already being met? And how to not duplicate work. It is really 
important to become familiar with what is already happening before jumping to do things. 
There usually is already something happening or someone thinking about doing the thing you're 
thinking about doing. Our networks are pretty strong if you want to get plugged into something 
that already exists. It's important to remember that jail is an ongoing, constant part of 
counterinsurgency that exists beyond spurts of protest related arrests. Because 
counterinsurgency is constant, solidarity must be too. It's important to be building a resilient 
community where you physically are having a grounding in a material community and a physical 
place is really important for resisting counter-insurgency measures and for successfully 
completing a revolution.  
 
We do jail support for everybody, not just those who consider themselves political. We 
especially want to support those who had no choice in getting caught out, for whom this is daily 
life, for whom, police interaction, police violence is their daily life. It's what their community 
faces. Protest related arrestees have access to resources, support and protection, but others 



don't. You just saw a lot of these resources. That's due to the incredible hard work and decades 
of building solidarity networks. And that shows because when people are arrested at protests 
and such on average they face like less brutality, less police misconduct or whatever that 
means, because the police know the prisons know that that those people have access to these 
support systems, that people are watching, that they're going to have a lawyer, they're going to 
have someone having their back. And that's fucking awesome. That's what this stuff does. But 
we want that to be open to everybody. We want everyone to have that power backing them. 
And so a large part of the work on the outside is to be that support network, to be that backup. 
This is not a revolutionary moment right now, it's movement building. We need to be thinking 
long term. This is a marathon, not a sprint to win. We're going to need community, not 
movement subcultures, social cliques or formations that presume to speak for entire groups of 
people. Often movement subcultures and social cliques are very striated along like race and 
class lines. And like the reality is that people are, for the most part, organized out in the world. 
And I think a lot of our task is to demonstrate that we are serious and actually able to support 
people are actually going to show up in real ways. And aren't all talk like the so-called left, I 
think sometimes has a reputation for being all talk. And we need to we need to prove ourselves 
that we are a viable option for people, that that is one step towards really building serious 
community that is actually going to withstand state repression. That said, it's this is not a simple 
problem with simple solutions. I don't presume to know how to fix this issue. It runs pretty 
deep and we need to contend with it. Solidarity can be offensive, it's not just defensive. As I 
said, meeting people's needs builds community and resiliency. We need to survive pending 
revolution and we need to build the capacity to not get slowly ground down by the state. We're 
going to be looking at a lot of lingering repression after the summer and repression continues 
constantly like this low level war, especially against Black, Brown and poor communities. 
Keeping each other safe creates trust, transforming ourselves through action. All right, I believe 
this is Lina. 
 
[Lina] Hi, everyone. Again, thank you. Thank you M for slipping between these slides. Again, my 
name's Lina, I'm a member of Oakland Abolition and Solidarity and I also I kind of wear two hats 
here. I also help to coordinate a hotline for people in Santa Rita jail, and that's something that 
was created with the support of the National Lawyers Guild, whose other hotlines you've also 
heard about. And so I’m kind of representing both of those things tonight, so I'm going to say a 
few words just about the history of this jail support program. Not so much to present myself as 
an expert, but to demonstrate what values it's grounded in and then also to show how it's 
replicable, because that's something that is really important to us, is making this replicable. So 
our jail support project came out of political jail support during Occupy and people who were 
doing the support realized that there was just a level of absurdity to doing jail support only for 
people who are political, like said already, because people getting out of jail, especially getting 
out of Santa Rita, which is going to be our focus in this presentation, people are getting out of a 
really traumatic situation, and they're also coming out into a similar situation. Santa Rita is two 
miles from the nearest BART station, give or take. People are released well into the night, so 
after the last bus leaves, which is, I think, around 8:45 pm, and people are left in an extremely 
vulnerable position by all of this. There’re predatory cab drivers who we've heard may charge 
up to twenty dollars to drive that short distance. And I think a lot of us here may remember the 



death of Jessica St. Louis, who died in 2018 at the Dublin BART station. And she was released, I 
think, around 1:00 in the morning and didn't have any kind of support when she got out. And so 
this program is designed specifically to meet those needs and try to prevent that from ever 
happening again.  
 
So the current program, as we know it started around four years ago with a really small crew 
committed to going out once per week, usually on Mondays or days that we know that a lot of 
people are going to be getting out. And the program tried to prioritize consistency and 
sustainability because like I said, we know that this is a this is a marathon, not a sprint. And this 
is a long term need because of the way that Santa Rita treats people inside. And so that 
program grew slowly but steadily. And now at this point, there are crews that go out multiple 
nights a week. And after this Liam will have more to say just about how we've been trying to 
run that more autonomously during the pandemic. So basically, after a couple of years of slow 
growth and commitment, it just brings me joy that people recognize us as like the pizza people, 
you know, it makes me really happy. So when we began doing jail support regularly around four 
years ago, we did so with the awareness that this was outside of this like NGO service provider 
ecosystem, which is a really distinctive feature of the Bay Area. And I wanted to say a little bit 
about that. Not only like why this is right--it's because we're going out late at night, usually 
from 7:00 at night until 1:00 to 2:00 in the morning, because we're trying to fill that gap 
between when the last bus leaves from Santa Rita and the last BART at Dublin Station. And so 
we recognized from the beginning that there are things that people understand, on a 
conceptual level, these concepts like reentry or harm reduction. That you might hear a lot from 
the NGO ecosystem. And those things play out very differently on the ground than they play 
out in a like a zoom meeting or in this in this world where people are very abstracted from what 
it actually is like to get out of jail. And so the principles that we're operating on are very basic, 
that when people are getting out of jail, they want to have a fucking hot slice of pizza and a 
cigarette.  
 
And, you know, those things should be given without condition and without, you know, any 
kind of bait attached to them. And so why do I say that, like with that condition? Because we 
feel that in the Bay Area, this like NGO non-profit ecosystem has moved in to privatize a lot of 
services in the wake of austerity that has been put into place through the end of the last 
century and into the present. And so there's been this privatization of services and these NGOs 
and nonprofits often will call upon the legacy of radicals, while also serving as a pacifying force 
in the community and encouraging people to be nonviolent, et cetera, et cetera, and, you 
know, I want to come back to what Roland said about honoring a diversity of tactics that we 
believe that people shouldn't have to pledge to behave in a certain way to work with the state 
or sign up to be in the rank and file of a non-profit organization in order to get basic things like 
a hot meal, a place to stay. Things like that. These are needs that should be met unconditionally 
by the community, and it's a problem that they're not. So, you know, we set out to do just 
support with the goal of just providing simple, you know, simple comforting things food, water, 
phone calls, just basic amenities. Because we think those are all preconditions for the 
autonomy that the community needs to actually resist state oppression. So I also just wanted to 
say that, again, long term projects, right, that the jail support that we've done over the years 



has seemed to be  steady, consistent, and aims to be autonomous and not reliant on like 
funders or stakeholders or any kind of authority. We're just there. And I think we're coming 
from a basis where we want to be grounded in people's material needs. I think Liam will have 
some examples of how we've tried to be flexible in the moment about that. And I think that 
coming from that perspective has grounded this project and has also taken the project further 
and allowed us to connect with people inside in a number of different ways.  
 
So like I said, I also help to coordinate a hotline for Santa Rita for people inside. And when I am 
asked to explain what this hotline is and what it does for people, I usually tell people, there 
would be no hotline without the solidarity work that came out of a prisoner strike in Santa Rita 
last October that we in Oakland Abolition and Solidarity, as well as the broader community, 
were really galvanized by this action where people moved to refuse food and commissary and 
also withhold their labor to demand a change in conditions at the jail. And so that solidarity 
work also, I would say, there would be no Santa Rita hotline without that solidarity work. And 
so we've been trying to build over time, not based on some sort of exterior model of what we 
think is best for people, but in what has really been happening on the ground in Santa Rita over 
time. We're trying to build on the really courageous efforts of people inside to organize that 
strike. And then also just to briefly mention in follow up to the strike, there was also a collective 
grievance, a document that was written by people in the jail, which we published on the Santa 
Rita Jail Solidarity website, which I'll put in the chat, and we try to, you know, amplify the 
demands of that grievance. So I think that having a model where we're grounded in people's 
material needs in this effort to resist state repression, I think that is really key. And all of these 
other things just truly wouldn't exist without it. So, you know, I'm so grateful to my co 
presenters, M and Liam, who have been doing a lot of the coordination on the ground, 
especially during the pandemic. And I'm going to turn it over to Liam now to talk about more of 
the nuts and bolts of support. 
 
[Liam] All right, everybody see me on this thing? I'm with Oakland Abolition and Solidarity as 
well, and we're going to cover just a little bit about what things that we've identified that have 
really helped us actually have a good jail support program and keep us accountable to why 
we’re there and what we're trying to do. First off, like any kind of thing like this is going to be 
more effective continuity, it's like you can go out, you can show up, and you can totally just 
knock yourself out and just really run out of steam hella quick. All this that's going on for folks, I 
mean, it's still going to be going on, whether you just throw yourself out there in a flurry of 
energy or not, and like one of the things I think when we first when getting involved in this was 
just really being honest with ourselves about our capacity, you know, and I think for the longest 
time, we were doing like a like a bi monthly thing,  and we try to be smart about the resources 
that we had to allocate,  and kind of know what days more folks were getting out so that of the 
few days we could actually make things happen, we were there for as many people as we could 
be. And I think that was super crucial, like rather than us being there for four or five days 
straight or some kind of thing like that, we were there consistently enough that like Lina talked 
about, you know, getting actually recognized as the pizza folks or the folks that, like, people are 
getting out and they've got their fingers crossed that we're going to be out there that night 



because it doesn't like hella change the reality, but it gives them something to smile about as 
soon as they got out of jail. 
 
So, yeah, I think looking at like your local area, like here in Oakland, we got like Santa Rita jail 
like 20, 30 miles out from folks who get arrested in Oakland. Other places you got the jail right 
downtown, so the support for people that are locked up there is going to look different. You 
know, it's just a different environment. So this is pretty specific to us in Oakland and Santa Rita 
jail, but I think definitely take what you can from it and then just kind of like assess your own 
situation and how it kind of parallels and kind of is different. So for us, one of the things that 
Lina mentioned already was that with a couple of miles to BART and no real meaningful public 
transit out of that area besides BART, just doing that little bump for folks and getting them rides 
to the BART station and whatnot was super helpful. Yeah, sure they can get there, but, you 
know, everything else is such. So it's just a little bit of cheering somebodies existence just 
coming out of a traumatic environment and just takes a little bit of a stress off them.  
 
With the pandemic like that's changed a lot, too, because like for us, BART is closing like hella 
early now. That's been a whole issue, like one with the pandemic, us just giving folks rides there 
and sticking folks in cars together is like kind of one of those things that we had to keep 
assessing and recognize as much as we want to help folks out here in a pandemic, right now 
feeling like, hey, let me stick four strangers in the back of my car and we'll just drive to BART 
together is like not actually that helpful for all of us and puts more folks at risk. And with BART 
closed in earlier hella people are getting released after BART’s closed. And there's like no other 
way out of there unless you can get a slow bus to like Livermore or shit like that. But you can't 
really get out of the area very much. And so one of the things that we've kind of adapted has 
been like this rides program. You know, and it's just super basic, but just like folks are willing to 
come out Santa Rita and give folks ride to kind of wherever they need to go in the area. And it's 
a little more complex than that, but it's a pretty simple thing, basically. And, you know, some of 
us are a kind of geeks with the nuts and bolts. And so we kind of went over some ways that we 
can do that and mitigate the risk for all people involved and have some procedures and 
whatnot. But what it's been like hella helpful for folks to have that as resource because I mean, 
shit, you know, we're broke, like you try paying for Ubers for somebody from Santa Rita jail to 
Vallejo or over across the bridge or some shit. Like that shit adds up hella quick back to 
Oakland. And it's been super cool to see people come together like that. And it's really, really 
like kind of a help with this need that has been there and is so much starker now with the with 
the pandemic because being 20 some miles out, it's not even just like, oh, you're going to walk 
back. It's like now if you can't get a ride back to wherever you got some shelter or some folks, 
then you're going to be sleeping rough out there and Dublin is not really that great. You know, 
sleeping rough is its own thing, but especially around there, it’s not really that great of a place 
to do it, and that's kind of, I don't know, just kind of what folks are stuck with. So that's one of 
the ways we've kind of adapted.  
 
You know, we had to cut our pizza program, unfortunately, during a pandemic. And hopefully 
here when things at some point we'll be able to bring that back. But like just to you know, just 
to keep in mind that as much as we like helping people and as much as you get that little bump 



of validation from, you know, put a smile on somebody's face that increasing that increased 
transmission risk, it isn't actually worth it. And so we switch it up and we have these all these 
COVID protocols and whatnot to keep it safe as we can for folks and still be able to actually 
show up and provide some meaningful support. And I think one of the things is just recognizing 
that we're not the only folks doing stuff, and there's not really a need to reinvent the wheel. 
You know, there's other folks that that come out and do jail support. Sometimes there's other 
folks that like participating in some of these support things, and so coordinating with folks, 
even if it's not like we're all the same crew or do everything all together, but yeah just 
coordinate with them. I mean, one it's just smart and it keeps us from all wasting our resources,  
showing up multiple crews on the same night and allows us to kind of spread out and be like, 
oh, hey, if you guys are out here this time of the week, we'll be out the other time or whatever.  
 
And, Along with that jail support's great, but really it's a bright spot, but it needs to be 
connected more to be more effective. And like for us, there's a variety of things we do as a 
group. You know, there's being connected to some of these other things like this right now. It’s 
a good thing, but it's a good thing framed in this context, of actually like putting the rubber to 
the road, if you would, as far as, like, it's great to talk about abolition, all these high minded 
things. But like, what are you going to do about it today? What are you going to do about 
where I sleep? What are you going to do about food in my stomach tonight and that kind of 
shit. And also I found that for me, it's really important that I keep it in mind that we're trying to 
show solidarity with people. We're not trying to just give him some charity or proselytize to him 
or explain to them how the reason that was so cool is because we're radical, bro, or what the 
hell ever. But just really keep it centered for ourselves and the folks that roll with us, we're here 
to provide some support for folks who just got out of a traumatic experience period. That's why 
we're there and there's hella people, there's hella reasons that they're there. You know walks 
of life they're coming from and like. That is what it is, you know, we're there to provide this 
bright spot for folks and a little bit of assistance as they come out of a kind of traumatic shitty 
experience. 
 
Just like a couple examples is like I met this middle aged lady coming out about maybe a year 
ago. And, you know, she was asking about the prices of cigarettes and stuff we're handing out. 
And I was like nah dude, this isn't a hustle. You know, this is just this is just for you. And she got 
a bit of a kick out of that and then we started talking and she was like, you know, when I was 
younger and I'd come out my friends would be out here and it'd be like a little bit of a party, 
you know? And she's like, it's kind of cool that you all are doing this because it feels kind of like 
that right now and, you know, just like little things for folks. I think another thing that we've 
done as far as trying to make sure that what we're doing isn't just our conception of what folks 
are going to want, but like is actually grounded in the realities of this situation is there was a a 
taxi driver. There was like this hella predatory dude. And my folks had stories of really 
uncomfortable, unsafe experiences with this dude, like people are in a jam and need a ride out 
of there and we were the continuity between somebody has some story, but when you get out 
three hours later, how the hell do you know about this too? And so some of the folks on our 
crew printed up these are warning flyers and just kind of had them with the stuff we were 
passing out or had available for folks just give them a little bit of heads up so they can make 



educated decisions about what they do and just kind of pass the word along from other folks 
that have gotten out. 
 
I think just doubling back on the solidarity, not charity thing is like really just keeping in mind 
where people are coming from and what they're trying to do and show you, like appreciation 
and whatnot, and it's like we're not trying to shake people down for money because of what 
we're doing. But also if what we're doing touches somebody and they want to, like, chip in, it's 
hella disrespectful to be like so rigid in our like “we ain't taking money from you” that we're 
actually disrespecting somebody that we're actually trying to show some support for so that’s 
just the ability to think on the fly. And keep that really centered in your mind, like maybe 
actually the cool thing to do is to just be like, thank you very much for your 20 bucks, man, you 
know, instead of like, I don't know, shove it back in their chest and explain to them how they 
were like. Operate on our own principles and shit be kind of flexible. Yes, so that's just some 
super basic points.  
 
On this next slide, there's some contact info for our grou, and if you've got questions, because I 
mean, this was hella brief this was hella overview, please, like hit us up and we'd be happy to 
chat a little bit, and kind of clear some of that up or help out if there's a way that we can. So I 
think that's pretty much it for my chunk, and I think we go to Q&A now. 
 
 
 


