
DO NOT TALK TO THE POLICE

DO NOT TALK TO THE FBI

NOT ONLY IS IT YOUR RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT, 
IT IS YOUR OBLIGATION TO REMAIN SILENT FOR 

THE SAFETY OF YOURSELF, YOUR COMRADES, 
& THE REST OF THE POLITICAL MOVEMENT YOU ARE A PART OF 



No matter how much they pressure you,
You are not legally required
To speak to law enforcement.

When under arrest, you only need to give your legal name.
Do not discuss specifics of your case/arrest while in jail.

They are listening!

If federal agents contact you in or out of custody, 
you are not legally required to talk.

Practice saying:
“I have nothing to say to you. 
My lawyer will contact you.” 



Jail hotline: 415-285-1011

Public hotline: 415-909-4NLG

FBI Hotline: 415-285-1041

KNOW THE BAY AREA NLG HOTLINE NUMBERS:

Call while in custody:

Call in to report an arrest (try to get legal first/last name & DOB):

Call if FBI visits you at your home, workplace, school, etc:

CALL THESE NUMBERS TO ACCESS FREE LEGAL SUPPORT & COMMUNITY BAIL FUNDS



The Bay Area ARC Bail Fund exists to help 
people who don’t already have their own 
resources to pay bail or bond. 

While we never discourage people from making their own 
fundraisers for any support needs, remember that 
this fund is for you if you need to get out of jail 
after an arrest at any Bay Area anti-racist, antifacist, 
anti-capitalist, anti-colonial protest related activity.

Please reach out if you have any questions:
antirepressionbayarea@riseup.net
Antirepressionbayarea.com



NAVIGATING BAIL AND LEGAL PROCESS

POSTING BAIL: going to the jail directly to post bail 
amount in full. No bondsman or co-signer necessary.
Not typically done because of high bail amounts.
Full bail amount is returned when case is resolved.

POSTING BOND: paying a bondsman a non-refundable 
~10% of the full bail to bail arrestee out. 
Requires a co-signer.



NAVIGATING BAIL AND LEGAL PROCESS

CO-SIGNER: Required in order to post bond. 

A co-signer is a person who vouches to bondsman that the 
arrestee will go to court. If arrestee fails to go to court, 
the courts will threaten bondsman with bail forfeiture and 
bondsman will come for co-signer for the full bail amount. 

Bay Area ARC does NOT provide co-signers. 

Having a co-signer ready will make the bonding process go much 
faster - we recommend having one lined up before actions.



ARRAIGNMENT: Your first court appearance. 

Cops initially overcharge, creating high bails which are often reduced 
at arraignment when the DA decides what charges are formally filed.

If you are in custody, depending on the state you live in, the law 
requires either arraignments to take place within 48 to 72 hours of 
arrest (not including weekends or federal holidays) or the person to be 
released from custody.

If you are cited or bailed out before your in custody arraignment date, 
you will be given a new arraignment possibly weeks or even months later.

If you are released from custody and not given an arraignment date, the 
DA has until the statute of limitations runs out to file charges and set 
an arraignment date. Usually 1 to 3 years depending on severity of the 
charge; in rare cases can be longer.

NAVIGATING BAIL AND LEGAL PROCESS



CHANGES UNDER PANDEMIC:

Out of custody arraignments are generally getting pushed back. In custody 
arraignments as of recently have been generally on schedule.

In Alameda County,most misdemeanor charges are generally reduced to $0.01 
bail per charge, & mostly people charged with misdemeanors are released 
from jail.

In Alameda County, court is currently livestreamed on the county website. 
Anyone can listen in:http://www.alameda.courts.ca.gov/Pages.aspx/live-stream

(We don’t know how long these changes are in effect for)



WHAT TYPICALLY HAPPENS IF
YOU ARE ARRESTED AT A PROTEST:

De-arrest,

Cite & release “on site”,

Booked into county jail w/o citation

OR

No bail needed

Must post 

bail/bond to
 get 

out of custo
dy*

*Remember there is no cash bail in SF.

Pandemic bail schedule can make these look similar

Cite & release after booking,



CITE & RELEASE:
Cite & release can occur at arrest site or outside jail in general, 
OR in jail. 
A release doesn’t necessarily mean charges are dropped.

If you have been arrested, call the NLG demo hotline to get 
information & legal support: 
415-285-1011 from jail, 415-909-4NLG from outside jail.

To find info on the status of an arrestee, call NLG hotline & 
check inmate locator.

Alameda County Online Inmate Locator: If you see the word “CITATION” 
or a very low bail amount ($0.01, $0.02), 
it’s likely your friend is getting released.

No need for bail money.



BOOKED INTO COUNTY JAIL w/o CITATION:

Bailed/bonded out BEFORE arraignment:
Use your own $$ or a community bail fund to get out of jail.

ARC policy is usually to not post bail/bond pre-arraignment 
(except for emergency) because bail is often lowered 
significantly at arraignment. 
But during pandemic we are bailing ASAP, which usually means 
as soon as a co-signer is identified.

Charges may still be filed and arraignment will be at a 
later date.



Bailed/bonded out or released AFTER arraignment:
Release on Own Recognizance (OR’d), or use your own $$ or a community 
bail fund to get out of jail.

In the case of OR, an OR officer might conduct an interview with a 
person of the arrestee’s choosing to determine “ties to the community”. 
(Seems less common during pandemic.)

If “no charges filed”, DA still can file charges within statute of 
limitations.

Unable to or decide not to pay bail/bond:
Placed on a hold due to probation, parole, out of county hold, 
or ICE hold.

Or the arrestee does not want to pay bail for personal/political reasons.



Anti-repression work doesn’t end once you leave the 
protest, are released from custody, or who you know is 

released from custody.

Prepare for potential ongoing state and federal repression, 
and talk with your crew about how to support each other 

through it. Remember the state disproportionately will target 
Black people, brown people, & homeless/poor people. 

Repression can be isolating and traumatizing, no matter how 
much experience you have.

You are not alone - build a culture of solidarity.
Do not talk to the police, don’t incriminate each other, 

& offer support that you have capacity for.



SUPPORTING COMRADES IN JAIL

Write to them regularly
Keep $ in commissary fund

Arrange phone calls
Plan solidarity actions - 

with their consent & without 
further incriminating them

Let them know they are not forgotten!

Maintain communication, but remember to never talk specifics 
about an arrest or case with a person in custody



General Tips for Resisting Repression:

Build strong 
relationships based in 
trust & accountability.

Make a plan with your 
household in case a 
federal agent knocks.

Build an affinity group & 
make plans for jail support 

etc in case of arrest. 
At the very least, go to 

the action with a friend & 
have a co-signer lined up.

Get to know what resources 
already exist in your area. 

Make your own Anti-repression 
Crew in your town/city!

Do not talk to law 
enforcement & do not 
cooperate with Grand Juries.

No posting incriminating images from the action!



IF AN AGENT CONTACTS YOU:

“I have nothing to say to you. 
I will talk to my lawyer and 

have them contact you.”

Clearly convey your intent to 
stay silent.

Ask for the agent’s card. 
Document as much as you can 

about the interaction.

Contact your lawyer, &/or 
NLG FBI Hotline: 415-285-1041 



Antirepressionbayarea.com

antirepressionbayarea@riseup.net

IG: @antirepression_bayarea

Twitter: @arcbayarea

FB:
https://www.facebook.com/bayareaantirep

mailto:antirepressionbayarea@riseup.net

